INITHATHVE ' 5 =TWARE CHDOIUICE

Mrs Francoise Le Bail

Deputy Director General

European Commission

Directorate General Enterprise and Industry
Rue de la Loi 200

B-1049 Brussels

Brussels, 10 Cctober 2006

Re: draft FLOSS economic impact study by UNU-MERIT

Dear Mrs Le Bail,

| am writing on behalf of the “Initiative for Software Choice" in response to the results of
the study commissioned by the European Commission, Directorate General Enferprise
and Industry, and led by UNU-MERIT, the Netherlands, to idenftify the role of
Free/Libre/Open Source Scoftware [FLOSS) in the economy ("Study on the Economic
Impact of Open Source Software on Innovation and the Competitiveness of the
Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) Sectors in the EU", draft of 26
September 2006).

The "Initiative for Software Choice" (ISC, www.softwarechoice.org). is a global codlition
of over 300 information and communications technology (ICT) firms and associations
offering a wide range of hardware, software and services. Our purpose is to promote an
open and competitive market where companies may do business without fear of
discrimination.

The ISC applauds the Commission's initiafive to carry out such a study — the more
information we can gather on the dynamics of the market, particularly with respect to
FLOSS, the more coherent and better understood the software ecosystern can become.

That noted, the limited window with which we and others have had to comment clearly
has hampered a more comprehensive reply. While we believe the study does add
more information to this complex issue, it does not holistically reflect the full dynamics
now occurrng in the vibrant software marketplace. To this end, we offer our expertise
and stand ready to meet with the authors of this report to help them gain added insight
into the narrow role governments play in promoting software development.
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